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Service Above Self

Programs & Events

JuLY 10: L.A. City Council-

woman Janice Hahn (pg 3)

JuLY 17: Caryn West, author 

of The Trouble with the 

Alphabet. A creative look at 

global issues.

Don’t Miss Rotary This Friday, July 10 

It’s a New Club Year With John Polen  
Conducting Our Ride on the Rotary Express

Pictured below: New Club 
President John Polen.

—“All ABOARD!” continues, pg 2

All aboard for a new Rotary year! 

Passengers and crew gathering in 

the PV Golf and County Club dining 

car this Friday will depart on the Ro-

tary Express promptly at 12:15 p.m. 

under the leadership of conductor 

John Polen. 

Perhaps you’re aware that John 

is a choo-choo aficionado. His fabu-

lous collection of model trains, ac-

quired over many years, is beauti-

fully and prominently displayed in 

his home. So, lacking a feature ar-

ticle about our most recent meeting 

on June 26, this author thought it 

might be interesting to review the 

job description of train conduc-

tors. You’ll find a striking similarity 

between their responsibilities and 

those of Rotary club presidents.

Internet research indicates that 

railroad conductors manage the 

train and supervise and coordinate 

all activities of the crew, who may 

include a brakeman, flagman, tick-

et collector, assistant conductor, 

and all on-board service personnel 

who assist the conductor in the safe 

movement of the train, share the 

workload, and accept delegated re-
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Gary Tossell brought his current and only wife, Sherrie, to our meeting on June 26.

—”ALL ABOARD” continues from pG 1

sponsibility. On freight trains, con-

ductors review schedules, switching 

orders, waybills, and shipping re-

cords of cargo; on passenger trains, 

they also ensure passenger safety 

and comfort as they collect tickets 

and fares, make announcements, 

and coordinate the activities of the 

crew.

A list of conductors responsibili-

ties additional include:

• 	Coordinating with others the train’s 

movement authority, and verifying 

this authority is not exceeded.

•	 Communicating and coordinating 

with yardmasters, trainmasters, dis-

patchers, etc.

•	 Being alert to wayside signals, posi-

tion of switches, and other conditions 

affecting the safe movement of the 

train.

•	 Signaling when to start moving and 

when and where to stop.

•	 Keeping a record or log of the jour-

ney.

•	 Checking tickets and collecting 

fares.

•	 Attending to passengers’ needs.

•	 Directing, coordinating, and usually 

manually performing, any switching 

of track the train needs to perform.

With the obvious talents of con-

ductor John Polen in the cab of our 

Rotary train, an outstanding crew, 

and enthusiastic passengers, the 

2009–2010 year will be a fun and 

exciting ride full of fellowship and 

service. The E-ticket ride begins this 

Friday week. 

All aboard! ♦
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Speech Contest Chair Joan Behrens presented a certificate to Tristan Nieto, who took third place in our club’s annual contest.

HAHN HAS CHAMPIONED 

GANG-PREVENTION  

PROGRAMS, IMPROVED THE 

PORTS, AND FOUGHT TO  

ENHANCE EMPLOYEES’ 

WORKING ENVIRONMENTS

L.A. City Councilwoman Janice Hahn

Rotarians  
celebrating in JULY

Off-Site Meeting 
Invitations

InductIONS
Allen Bond_______________July 1,1991
David C. Rowe____________July 1,1994
Greg O’Brien_ __________ July 20, 2007

BirthdayS
Susan Seamans________________ uly 5
Harry Kitter___________________July 7
Ethel Gross____________________July 8
Shawn Nejad_________________July 23
Joan  Behrens_________________July 27

WEDDING Anniversaries
None this month.

Congratulations to all!

—”HAHN” continues on next page

Janice Hahn, L.A. City Councilwoman
Presenting This Week’s Program

Thanks to Charlie Ellias, our club is 

honored to have L.A. City Council-

woman Janice Hahn as our featured 

program this Friday. She represents 

the 15th District, which includes 

Watts, Wilmington, Harbor Gateway, 

Harbor City, Athens on the Hill, and 

San Pedro. She was elected in 2001 

and reelected in 2005 and 2009. 

As a councilwoman, Hahn is a 

champion of gang-prevention pro-

grams. She initiated the Watts Gang 

Task Force, which meets weekly and 

has, for the time being, ended ho-

micides in the Watts community. She 

also implemented the Gang Alterna-

tives Program in the 15th District.

Hahn has also worked to im-

prove operations at the Port of Los 

Angeles and to clean up surround-

ing port communities. She oversees 

the redevelopment projects in San 

Pedro and Wilmington that are 

transforming the waterway. Work-

ing with Los Angeles Mayor Anto-

nio Villaraigosa, she secured pas-

sage of the historic Clean Air Action 

Plan, which is removing dirty trucks 

from the ports and will significantly 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Hahn has additionally fought for 

the rights of nurses, court interpret-

ers, port workers, and other constit-

uencies in the city, including work-

ers at the hotels along the Century 

Boulevard corridor bordering Los 

Angeles International Airport.

On June 25, two invitations for off-

site meetings were sent via e-mail to 

every club member. Check your inbox 

and PLEASE RSVP for both the July 24 

meeting at the Salvation Army site in 

RPV, and the lunch and train ride on 

August 7 in Wilson Park. ♦
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PALOS VERDES PENINSULA

Chartered March 26, 1962

RotaRy neWs on the ’net

PVP club: www.Rotarypvp.com 

District 5280:  
www.ROTARY5280LA.org 

Rotary International:  
www.rotary.org/

09–10 RI PResIdent:  
John Kenny, Grangemouth, Scotland

09–10 dIstRICt 5280  
GoveRnoR: Susanne Sundberg,  
Rio Hondo Rotary Club

Directors:

President: John Polen

President-elect: Keith Deisenroth

Secretary: Mel Schrier

Treasurer: David Rowe

Club Service: Debra Deitch

Community Service: TBA 

InTN’l service: Joey Komada

Vocational Service: TBA

Youth service: Inga Liden

Chairs:

Program: Julia Parton

Communications: Greg Sparkman

Membership: Greg Sparkman

Public Relations: Rita Bhatia

Photographer: Chris Stillians

La Rotación Editor: John La Bella

Sergeant-at-Arms: Steve Day

Past President: Bruce Attig

RI Foundation: Liz Fitzgerald

Chamber Liaison: Allen Bond

Historian: Marcia Haber

ROTARY IN THE HOME: Nancy Crawford

CONCOURS LIASON: Kjell Hellberg

INTERNET DIRECTOR: Hal Lazar

Educator of the Year: Joan Behrens 
& Jim Hartman

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE:

Please let one of these Rotarians 
know if you have news about a fellow 
member.

Liz Fitzgerald	  
(310) 373-8060, lizfitz@earthlink.net

Kjell Hellberg	  
(310) 378-2517 

Mary Jane Schoenheider	 
mjsels@aol.com  
penpeople@easyreader.info 
(310) 375-3051, (310) 372-4611 x3021

PVP PENINSULA · ROTARY CLUB LeadeRshIP 2009–2010

Pictured 
above: Wine 
winner Mel 
Schrier, right, 
and stand-in  
president 
Greg Spark-
man.

Prior to her service as council-

woman, Hahn was elected in 1997 

to represent the 15th District on the 

Charter Reform Commission, which 

resulted in area planning commis-

sions, neighborhood councils, and 

broader mayoral powers, among 

other new policies.

Earlier, Hahn was a business-

woman and community volunteer. 

Professionally, she served as public 

affairs region manager at Southern 

California Edison; as vice president 

for Prudential Securities in public finance; as director 

of community outreach for Western Waste Industries; 

and as director of marketing for the Alexander Haagen 

Company. Hahn’s community activism included serving 

as president of the Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce, 

president of the Board of Directors of the Harbor Area 

Gang Alternative Program, chairwoman of the South 

Bay School to Career Alliance, member of the Board of 

Directors of the Watts/Willowbrook Boys & Girls Club, 

member of the Board of Directors of the South Bay Pri-

vate Industry Council, member of the Gardena Economic 

Development Committee, and member of the Harbor 

Area Advisory Board with Habitat for Humanity. ♦

Hahn, continues from previous page


